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Italy, covers all areas of the world with the exception of Europe, but
including the Commonwealth of Independent States (the former So-
viet Union). This data base will document and characterize the dif-
ferent populations of domestic livestock.

The loss of local minor breeds has been a concern in Europe for
many decades. The European Association for Animal Production (EAAP),
based in Italy, formed a group to coordinate activities relating to
livestock resources of Europe. National conservation programs have
been established both in Europe and in several developing countries.
The FAO and EAAP have promoted establishment of a regional data
base for Europe. The Animal Genetic Data Bank at the Hanover
School of Veterinary Medicine in Germany records census data on
populations of breeds and genetic characterization data. The data
bank will be valuable to educational institutions, governments, com-
mercial interests, and others who are concerned with the conserva-
tion of animal genetic resources.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Livestock genetic diversity is an essential component of livestock
improvement programs, especially to meet the future needs of hu-
man society. There is a paucity of quantitative evidence to support
arguments for the need to conserve livestock genetic resources. However,
when examining the use made of landraces in plant improvement in
both developed and developing nations, the committee concluded
that it is prudent to preserve unique sources of germplasm in ani-
mals as well.

Ensuring that livestock resources will be preserved and properly
used will require expansion and coordination of existing efforts and
implementation of new ones. Technologies that emerge from scien-
tific research will enhance the present capacities to preserve and use
animal genetic diversity. Ultimately, conservation of livestock ge-
netic resources will require cooperation at the national and global
levels. The following are the committee's major recommendations
for addressing the management and use of livestock genetic resources.
Additional recommendations and further detail are presented in the
main text.

Expanded Programs and Activities

Mechanisms must be put in place to ensure that genetic diversity of the
major livestock species is maintained to support improvements in produc-
tion efficiency and to accommodate future changes in selection goals.